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Strengthening Europe’s economic growth,  

innovative strength and political stability 

 
Since its founding in 2002, the League of European Research Universities (LERU) has emerged as 
a prominent advocate for the promotion of basic research at European universities. Basic research 
plays a key role in the innovation process and significantly contributes to the progress of society. 
 
LERU aims to advance the understanding and knowledge of decision makers, policy makers and 
opinion leaders about the role and activities of research-intensive universities. Drawing on the 
impressive academic potential and expertise of its network, LERU has a strong and significant 
impact on research, innovation, education, and higher education policy in Europe. 
 
LERU achieves this through direct communication and discussions with the science-policy 
community, sound proposals for improvement and progress, and state-of-the-art position papers 
on fundamental issues relevant to research-intensive universities. 
 
Our broad spectrum of activities and our contributions to policy debates have established LERU’s 
reputation as a major stakeholder in Europe. LERU has a distinctive and well-respected voice in 
the discussions about the future of Europe’s research policy and its direct contribution to Europe’s 
economic growth, innovative strength, political stability, and education of young leaders. 
 

Confirming that the mission of LERU is to advance the understanding and knowledge of the role 

and contributions of research-intensive universities to society on the European continent, 

Confirming that LERU’s aim is to strengthen Europe’s research policy and its direct contribution to 

Europe’s growth, innovative strength, and political stability, 

Recognising that LERU has been the most influential network on the European continent for the 

past 20 years, shaping research, education, and innovation policy for the benefit of society, 

Recognising that LERU consists of some of the most prestigious and dynamic universities in terms 

of solving global challenges on the European continent, 

Recognising the ultimate role of fundamental research, education and international collaboration in 

driving innovation, economic growth, and prosperity, 

Considering the threat posed by the non-association of Switzerland and the United Kingdom to the 

overall strength and prowess to the research and innovation ecosystems on the European 

continent,  

Urges politicians and decision makers across Europe to consider their responsibilities to safeguard 

parameters that protect all citizens on the European continent from economic decline, innovation 

loss and political instability. 

Makes the following recommendations: 
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1. Concerned about the global challenges faced by societies around the globe1, we underline 
the need for politicians across Europe to work towards a collaborative, inclusive, and non-
political European research, education, and innovation environment to continue to be a 
world-leading contributor for innovative and effective solutions. 

 

• Taking into account that identifying solutions to global challenges require large scale 
international research collaboration2 when negotiating international mobility and 
framework parameters for international collaboration,  

• Taking into account that large scale international research collaborations require 
underlying legal principles and infrastructures that allow an open and inclusive 
research, education and innovation environment when negotiating international 
framework agreements,  

• Supporting academic autonomy and fundamental research on a local, national, and 
international level in recognition that this is the ultimate foundation for innovation, 
growth, and development of solutions that address global challenges. 

• Supporting the creation of collaborative innovation ecosystems that span across 
Europe, realising that effective solutions and innovation require scale.3 
 

 
2. Concerned about the emerging protectionism, loss of prosperity and threat to vital 

infrastructure in Europe, we urge politicians and decision makers across Europe to 
recognise the vital contributions universities make towards innovation, economic growth, 
and political stability.  

 

• Taking into account that universities, fundamental research, education and 
international collaboration are key drivers of innovation and economic growth when 
deciding on regional, national, and international investments and priorities. 

• Taking into account the shared values of universities across the whole European 
continent, that reflect common attitudes to the value of research and innovation for 
society as a whole 

• Support full association of Switzerland and the United Kingdom, as well as other like-
minded and innovative non-EU nations to the European framework program as an 
utmost priority. 

 
 
 
Adopted by the LERU Rectors' Assembly at LMU Munich on 18 November 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distributed to interested parties in Europe, such as politicians, policy and lobbying organisations, 
policymakers, and relevant media channels.  

 

1 For instance, WEF Global Risk Report 2022. 
2 The fast reaction to the COVID-19 pandemic is one example, where bureaucratic and protectionist hurdles on 

international research collaborations have largely been removed, resulting in fast and effective results. The same could 
be true for many other pressing global challenges (e.g., rare diseases). 

3 One successful example being CERN, which has produced the world wide web amongst other scientific achievements. 
Other areas that will remain relevant are quantum physics, fusion energy, etc.  

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2022.pdf

