
LERU & CE7 Short Term Priorities for the EU Institutions  
 
1) we understand the European Strategic Autonomy approach, but as globally active 
research-intensive universities, we are afraid that this will lead to a reduction of our 
academic freedom to work with specific countries and specific institutions on specific 
issues; of course, this has to be avoided;  
 
2) we ask, again, to take an initiative, urgently, on UK and Swiss association to Horizon 
Europe; association of both countries is essential, not only for them, but also for us as 
EU27; the legal action started by the UK vav the EC can be an important trigger in this 
endless debate;  
 
3) we would like to ask much more attention for the role of universities in 
the developing innovation policy of the EU; most recent documents seem to forget 
what an important actor universities are in the innovation chain in Europe;  
 
4) we look with disbelief at the Horizon Europe 2023 budget battle which is presently 
going on; we fully support the EP approach : the Horizon Europe budget, as proposed 
by the EC, can not be reduced, and unspent Horizon Europe budgets of last year(s) 
should be put back in the global Horizon Europe budget;  
 
5) we expect the EC to open up also pillar 1 of Horizon Europe for association by third 
countries; the EC seemingly has a negotiation strategy which directs third countries 
to pillar 2; seen the possible budgetary consequences of this, also pillar 1 (with ERC 
and MSCA) should benefit from association;  
 
6) we request the EC to develop action 2 of the ERA Action Plan 2022-2024, even if 
not enough member states have labelled this action as one of their priorities; for 
research-intensive universities, an EU data and IP policy (and legislation) should be 
in line with the needs of the research sector;  
 
7) we hope that member states nonetheless will be asked to support explicitly the 
research assessment reform of the EC by signing up to the available agreement; as 
universities we can not take voluntary action on this issue if the risk is present that 
government policy goes into a different direction;  
 
8) we strongly emphasise the protection of academic freedom in general and 
institutional autonomy in particular; the EC can not reduce academic freedom to an 
"educational matter" for which it has, so said, no treaty competences; the research 
related aspects of academic freedom offer several options for the EC to intervene on 
this issue;  
 
9) we appreciate the present efforts on the issue of research infrastructures, in 
particular the attention for small and medium sized infrastructures; more support and 
more policy initiatives for them are necessary;  
 
10) we share the remarks made by the European Court of Auditors on the “Widening” 
policy under Horizon 2020 and the modifications made in Horizon Europe; more 
promotion of and information on the Widening instruments however is necessary.  


